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Health Care

Ethical Per spective

C

Health and healing is central to Christianity.
The NYSCC and its member denominations
see health care as a social good that cannot
be treated as a market good. They have long
favored universal health care as a vital basic
right.

The government has responsibility for the
public welfare (common good), to establish
justice, and to manage public resources with
aminimum of waste.

Background

C

US has always recognized the responsibility
of the state and national government to
provide health care (community hospitals,
hospitals for mentally ill, VA, Medicaid).
Today’s nationwide crisis means government
is not doing an acceptable job of meeting this
responsibility.

A just health care system would make the
same benefits available to all. Presently
some have access to quality health care
professionals and high tech equipment (those
who have sufficient means, are on
Medicaid/Medicare, veterans or have
employers that provide health care as a
benefit). The working poor and those who
cannot afford what is avalable use
emergency rooms or wait until more
expensive care is needed.
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CLegidators have a responsibility to be sure

public health dollars are spent for legitimate

purposes — and achieve the greatest impact at

the lowest cost.
Instead the government has allowed the
private sector to continue its
demonstrated inability to provide parity
in access. The social good is often
superseded by private interests (e.g.
pharmaceuticals, insurance).
It has allowed the burden of providing
care to be on employers which hampers
the ability of US businesses to compete
with those in other industrialized
countries.

What Will Help

C

Passage of Health Partnership Act as a
potential first step toward affordable health
care for al by reducing the number of
uninsured in 5 years and improving quality
for all.

Passage of HR 676 which provides free
health care for all in the US and its territories
financed by the government by paperwork
reduction, bulk purchase of medications,
existing heath care funding, increased
income tax on top 5%, a modest payroll tax
and a small tax on stocks and bonds. It
would permit medical professionals to focus
on patient care and not justification of that
caretoinsurers.
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Member Denominations

Member Denominations

Member Denominations

American Baptist Churches, Chrigtian Church (Disciples of
Christ), Empire Baptist Missionary Convention, Episcopal
Church, Evangelica Lutheran Church in America,
Presbyterian Church (USA), Reformed Church in America,
Religious Society of Friends, United Church of Christ, The
United Methodist Church.

American Baptist Churches, Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), Empire Baptist Missionary Convention, Episcopal

Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,

Presbyterian Church (USA), Reformed Church in America,
Religious Society of Friends, United Church of Christ, The
United Methodist Church.
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